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said the coaches worked out with them 
and devoted a great deal of personal time 
to prepare them.
“Th ey didn’t make it easy on us,” said 
Christian Wamsley, 32, Bravo Team lead-
er and general studies major from Long 
Beach, Calif. “He [Davenport] was right 
there with us.”
Th e competition is a series of simu-
lated situations in which the teams trav-
el through an obstacle course. Th e teams 
have no idea how long the course is, what 
the next mission will be or where the end 
of the course is.
Some of the missions included analyz-
ing the logistics of a lake, crossing a river 
with just one rope, carrying a 150-pound 
“casualty” and pushing a Humvee 200 me-
ters up a small hill.
“It doesn’t seem like a little hill when 
you’re pushing it,” Wamsley said.
Th e team was expected to complete 22 
diff erent tasks, all while wearing their full 
uniforms and carrying a 35-pound ruck-
sack. Th e team was scored on a combi-
nation of time and how well the task was 
completed.
Along with the physical challenges, the 
team was responsible for scoping out “en-
emies” and giving salute reports to offi  cers 
they came upon as they traveled through 
the course. Th ey also had to plan recon-
naissance missions around improvised 
explosion devices and other obstacles.
“Our whole mission was to observe, 
report and record,” said Matt McStay, 20, 
team captain and criminal justice major 
from Dayton, Ohio.
Aside from being a very physical task, 
students said the challenge was very men-
tally taxing.
“Th is is harder than any sport you will 
play,” said Trevor Barnes, 19, member 
of the team and criminal justice major 
from Ashland. “It is very mental, and you 
have to have the mental strength to push 
through.”
Th e teamwork aspect of the competi-
tion played a large part in the team’s suc-
cess, members said. 
“We spend every day together and live 
together,” Lindsay said. “We are only as 
strong as our weakest link.”
She added that in order to keep every-
one together, the team puts the slowest 
person in front and only moves as fast as 
that person moves.
Th e team that places fi rst gets an au-
tomatic bid to the international Sandhurst 
Military Skills Competition in West Point, 
N.Y. Hudnall said the team is aiming to 
take fi rst and go to Sandhurst next year.
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Ranger Challenge Team
• Ashleigh Livingston
• Lindsay Barnes (Alpha Team 
Leader)
• Trevor Barnes
• Beth Fariello
• Mac Helvey
• Matt McStay (captain)
• Chris DeLeon
• Brian Wade
• Christian Wamsley (Bravo Team 
Leader)
• Karyn Zaage
• Martin Mudd
• Erin Williams 
• Christian Steine
which already has an existing LGBT provi-
sion, the cost of the Richmond ordinance is 
predicted to cost approximately $3500 for 
the next 20 years, members of the Fairness 
Coalition said.
“Th at’s nothing,” Denney said.
But cost has been brought up as a point 
as to why Richmond will not pass the provi-
sion, Mayor Jim Barnes said.
“I don’t think that the city could enforce 
the new laws,” Barnes said. “It would be 
very expensive to [enforce].”
Besides cost, Barnes said he does not 
foresee Richmond actively supporting the 
provisions because he said he believes the 
existing laws already provide adequate pro-
tection.
“I don’t really see the point in adding 
sexual orientation to the ordinance,” Barnes 
said. “Th e current ordinance off ers protec-
tions based on gender discrimination al-
ready. Th ey are all still human beings.” 
Barnes said Richmond is not going to 
take the lead on adding sexual orientation 
discrimination.
“Th e state and federal government al-
ready have discrimination laws that include 
sexual orientation,” he said. “Th e state de-
fi nes what discrimination is. We try to lis-
ten to them on how to manage it.” 
Richmond has also recently cut four po-
lice offi  cer positions, Barnes added, and he 
said he does not feel they have adequate 
staff  to support the provision if passed.
Barnes said overall, he does not feel 
passing the provision to the ordinance is 
feasible.
Currently, Berea is attempting pass sim-
ilar ordinances dealings with discrimina-
tion.
Berea passed an ordinance that will cre-
ate a Human Rights Commission, which 
will protect any citizen from direct or indi-
rect discrimination, according to an article 
in the Sept. 21 issue of the Richmond Reg-
ister.
As Berea and Richmond are currently 
discussing the addition of these provisions, 
Louisville, Covington and Lexington have 
added gender identifi cation and sexual ori-
entation to their individual ordinances.
And despite the lack of support from the 
Richmond City Council, Ardeshir and Den-
ney said they feel the fi ght needs to contin-
ue.
“You can’t make a change by going to 
a bunch of meetings; you have to get out 
there and gain support,” Ardeshir said.  
Barnes said he was unsure of where the 
situation will go from here.
“Our hope is that those with a problem 
can go to the Human Rights Commission, 
and they can send them to the right people 
to get help,” said Barnes.   
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they can work together. Conneely said the 
committee is still in its preliminary phases, 
so it is not currently addressing any specif-
ic issue; however, there are three areas the 
committee wants to stress in its work.
“Enhanced communication, enhanced 
collaboration and enhanced cooperation is 
what we’re trying to do,” Conneely said.
Conneely added that communication is 
currently an important topic for the com-
mittee.
“We’re all so busy, and we all have so 
many responsibilities, how do we make 
sure we’re communicating with each oth-
er eff ectively?” he said. “And we recognize 
we’re all in it together; nobody can do it by 
themselves.” 
Conneely said the motivation for start-
ing the committee was Eastern’s new strate-
gic plan, which was approved by the Board 
of Regents at the end of the summer. Th e 
strategic plan is available for students to 
view at the universities’ website.
“It’s a natural progression,” Conneely 
said.
Conneely said the committee also seeks 
to bring more focus to some of the general 
issues laid out in the plan.
“We have a new strategic plan for the in-
stitution, and one of the challenges from 
the prior strategic plan was that is was so 
complex,” he said. “We tried to really hone 
in on what were the goals and the priori-
ties of the institution…We have the strate-
gic plan, now how do we get the results of 
the strategic plan? We identifi ed that [the 
committee] would help get us on the same 
page, for lack of a better term.”
Currently the group works as a single 
unit, addressing all issues as one large body. 
However, Conneely said there is a possibil-
ity of smaller groups working within the 
committee to address certain issues more 
directly.
COMMITTEE
CONTINUED FROM A1
HOMECOMING 2011
MARLA MARRS/PROGRESS
Daniel Banks, 21, communication studies major from Memphis, Chaz Determan, 
21, physical therapy major from Cincinnati, and Shadi Rabi, 21, education major 
from Dayton, Ohio prepare to play flip cup during tailgating in Alumni Coliseum lot 
Saturday, Oct. 22 as part of the Homecoming festivities. 
Appalachian art to bring 
awareness to campus
Art and science will converge at Eastern 
on Nov. 9 in the name of Appalachia.
Various artists, poets, musicians and fi lm-
makers will be brought to campus as part of 
the Appalachian Environmental Fair, spon-
sored by the Center for Appalachian Studies 
and the Offi  ce of Multicultural Aff airs.
“To showcase regional talent [is the pur-
pose],” said Allen Banks, director for the 
center for Appalachian studies. “Many stu-
dents here have seen how the environment 
has dealt with a lack of stewardship.”
Students will be invited to attend an all 
day fi lm festival, which will take place in the 
Kennamer room. Th e fi lms are created by 
students who have participated in the Appa-
lachian Media Internship, Banks said.
“Th is is a whole series that highlights 
young fi lmmakers to showcase environmen-
tal problems,” Banks said. 
Students will also be invited to help artist 
Diane Simpson create signage for the Ken-
tucky River water trail, a program sponsored 
by Kentucky Riverkeeper, an organization 
that works to raise awareness about Ken-
tucky water environmental issues.
Pat Banks, who works as part of Kentucky 
Riverkeeper, said there are many issues deal-
ing with Appalachian environmental issues 
that students should be aware of. 
“95 percent of the water in the U.S. is 
impacted by heavy metals,” Pat said. “Well, 
what does that mean? Young women of 
childbearing age should not eat fi sh in these 
waters… the problem is that it keeps getting 
worse and worse. Th is fair is an opportunity 
to expose students to some of these ideas.”
Other artists include Donna Lamb and 
Friends as music, Judy Sizemore as poetry 
and  Pat, who is a watercolor artist, will be in 
Powell Lobby as part of the fair.
“Because a majority of students at Eastern 
are from the Appalachian area, we realize 
that every student has culture to celebrate,” 
said George Gallien, director of Multicultur-
al Student Aff airs. 
Gallien said all students are invited to the 
fair and he said he feels every student can 
benefi t from the information, even those 
with no connection to Appalachia.
“International students see Kentucky cul-
ture as rich,” Gallien said. “A lot of them have 
made Kentucky their home.”
By TAYLOR PETTIT
taylor_pettit@mymail.eku.edu
IF YOU GO
When: Nov. 9
Where: Powell Lobby and 
Kennamer Room











